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Aghul language 


Aghul is a language spoken by the Aghuls in southern Dagestan , 
Russia and in Azerbaijan . It is spoken by about 29,300^^^ people 
(2010 census). 
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Classification 


Aghul belongs to the Eastern Samur group of the Lezgic branch 
of the Northeast Caucasian language family. 


Aghul 


afby/i 4la/i / Agul (jal 

Native to 

Russia, also 
spoken in 
Azerbaijan 

Region 

Southeastern 

Dagestan 

Ethnicity 

Aguls 

Native speakers 

29,300 (2010 

census)W 

Language family 

Northeast 

Caucasian 


■ Lezgic 

■ Samur 

- Eastern 
Samur 

- Lezgi- 
Aghul- 
Tabasaran 

■ Aghul 

Writing system Cyrillic 

Official status 

Official language in Russia 

Dagestan 

Language codes 
ISO 639-3 agx 

Glottolog aghul253 (htt 

p://glottolog.o 
rg/resource/lan 
guoid/id/aghulZ 

53 )P] 


Geographic distribution 


In 2002, Aghul was spoken by 28,300 people in Russia, mainly in Southern Dagestan, as well as 32 people 
in Azerbaijan.^^] 




















Related languages 


There are nine languages in the Lezgian language family, namely: Aghul, Tabasaran, Rutul, Lezgian, 
Tsakhur , Budukh , Kryts, Udi and Archi . 


Phonology 


Aghul has contrastive epiglottal consonants J^^ Aghul makes, like many Northeast Caucasian languages, a 
distinction between tense consonants with concomitant length and weak consonants. The tense consonants 
are characterized by the intensiveness (tension) of articulation, which naturally leads to a lengthening of the 
consonant so they are traditionally transcribed with the length diacritic. The gemination of the consonant 
itself does not create its tension, but morphologically tense consonants often derive from adjoining two 
single weak consonants. Some Aghul dialects have an especially large number of permitted initial tense 
consonants. 


Vowels 

Vowels of Aghu|l®] 



Front 

Central 

Back 

Close 

i 


LU U 

Mid 

e 



Open 


a 



Consonants 





Consonant phonemes of Aghull^l 





Labial 

Dental 

Alveolar 

Palatal 

Velar 

Uvular 

Pharyn- 

Glottal 




plain 

lab. 

geal 

Nasal 

m 

n 









voiced 

b 

d 




g 




Plosive 

voiceless 

fortis 

p: 

t: 




k: 

q: 



lenis 

P 

t 




k 

q 
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ejective 

P' 

t' 




k' 

q' 




voiced 










Affricate 

voiceless 

fortis 


ts: 

tT: 

tT :" 






lenis 


ts 

tT 

tT" 







ejective 


ts' 

tT' 

tT "' 







voiceless 

fortis 

f: 

s: 

J: 

J" • w 


x: 

X: 



Fricative 

lenis 

f 

s 

; 

J" w 


X 

X 

h 



voiced 

V 

z 

3 

3" 



a 

? 

h 


Trill 




r 





H 


Approximant 



1 



j 






■ The glottal stop transcribed here is named rather ambiguously a "glottalic laryngeal" by the 
source. 

■ The epiglottal stop is included by Omniglot in the phoneme list, but not by Titus Didactica. 

■ Omniglot says that the lenis voiceless stops are aspirated . It also says that the epiglottals are 
in fact pharyngeals.t^] 

Alphabet 


A a 

E6 

Bb 

Er 

Fb Tb 

Fb Tb 

FI rl 


flA 

A>Kfl>K 

Ee 

Ee 

^>K 

33 

Hh 

Hh 

Kk 

Kk kk 

Kb Kb 

Kb Kb 
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J1 Jl 

M M 

Hh 

Oo 

nn 
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Cc 
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Tt tt 
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yy 

Ybyb 

O (j) 

Xx 
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Xb Xb 
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dl ql 

qn 

nn 
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bl 

b 

33 
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Grammar 


Case 







There are four core cases: absolutive, ergative, genitive, and dative, as well as a large series of location 
cases. All cases other than the absolutive (which is unmarked) and ergative take the ergative suffix before 
their own suffix. 


Adjectives 

Independent and predicative adjectives take number marker and class marker; also case if used as nominal. 
As attribute they are invariable. Thus idzed "good", ergative, idzedi, etc. -n, -s; pi. idzedar; but Idze insandi 
hhuc qini "The good man killed the wolf" (subject in ergative case). 

Pronouns 


Personal pronouns 



Singular (Aghul) 

Plural (Aghul) 

Singular (Tokip) 

Plural (Tokip) 

1 

zun 

cin (ex), xin (in) 

ci (ex), xi (in) 

ci, xi 

2 

wun 

cun 

cun 

cu 


Vocabulary 


Writing system 


Examples 


Cyrillic writing 

iHcaiiH nyHan rebypnc: - /],ybrle aKbe MHmxTH: «/],afl. Be Tryp rapaMH xbypaii; Be nannarbBen a/i,HpaH. 
TIanab apKban uhh Baxec rbep nrbac rynn. Tbun rbymen ne rynarbapHnac, uHnna rbHn rbypmanfly kIhuah 
nac laHBenap apKbaTTapHnac. XIa xeiviexlepa xbac aiviapxa nac».^®^ 


Transliteration 

^isaji punaja geburis: - Du’g^e ak’e mistti: "Dad, Ve ttur girami x’uraj; Ve Paccag’vel adiraj. T^alab 
ark’aja cin Vakes g’er jag’as guni. G"il g’usen ce gunag’arilas, cinna g’il g’ursandu k^ildi cas ^ajvelar 
ark’attarilas. X^atemex^erax’as amarta cas." 


Translation 

And he said unto them. When ye pray, say. Our Father which art in heaven. Hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth. Give us day by day our daily bread. And forgive 
us our sins; for we also forgive every one that is indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver 
us from evil.'^^®^ 
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